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JAMALI

Jamali (born Aqdas Hussain Khan, Pakistan, 1944) is an American avant-garde artist based in New 

York, known for his unique, organic textures, experimental techniques, and figurative paintings of 

women. Jamali is a Sufi Muslim, and his spirituality is highly related to his art. His artistic style has 

been termed “Mystical Expressionism” by art critic and historian Donald Kuspit. 

Mystical Expressionism is based on the ancient Sufi tradition of dancing to induce a trance-like 

state, which Jamali witnessed during his time in the Rajasthan Desert. Ground pigments are applied 

to a prepared cork canvas, which Jamali dances on. The pigments are then chemically bonded to 

the canvas. The result is a highly textured, intricate surface. Jamali’s canvas dancing is carried out 

in a trance-like state, leaving the residue of this state alive on his canvas in the form of movement 

marks.

The artist is represented internationally; his works are extensively exhibited and collected around 

the world. 

LIFE  Jamali was born Aqdas Hussain Khan on April 12, 1944 in Peshawar, Pakistan to Shafquat 

and Ahmad Hussain Khan. His autobiography reports that his family was visited by a wise man who 

prophesied that the family would achieve greatness and should adopt the surname Jamali. As a 

teenager, Jamali attended the Cadet College Hasan Abdal, but left due to its warlike bent.

TRAVELS   After the Indo-Pakistani War of 1965, Jamali made a pilgrimage to Tirich Mir and then 

traveled throughout Europe, seeking a stable home for his pacifist art. In Paris he met a number 

of American students studying abroad and decided to apply to the University of Central Florida 

to study Fine Art. Jamali moved to America in 1970 on a student visa to attend the University of 

Central Florida. He has been based in the US since then.

CAREER  Aqdas Jamali started going by the mononym Jamali as he launched his career in the 

1970s. In this time, the artist worked primarily in pastel on paper. After successful initial exhibitions, 

Jamali was inspired to embark upon more experimental methods and media, including but not 

limited to cork, egg tempera, and bronze. Today he is considered a prominent modern expressionist 

who owns and operates contemporary art galleries in New York and Florida.

https://www.offthewallgallery.com/
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JAMALI

MYSTICAL EXPRESSIONISM   

“Mystical expressionism” is the title given to Jamali’s artistic style by art critic Donald Kuspit. It is 

based on the ancient Sufi tradition of dancing to induce a trance-like state, which Jamali witnessed 

during his time in the Thar Desert.

In a reaction against the sparse, atheistic art of the 1970s, Mystical Expressionism features 

sensuous, complex textures and dreamlike undertones – a deep focus on storytelling, history, and 

personal feeling signifies a shift away from minimalism. Spirituality and mysticism take center stage 

in this style; Jamali’s compositions are based on the artist’s own dreams. Jamali continually explores 

the profound questions of human emotion while investigating new formal strategies through 

which he may do so. The majority of Jamali’s art is created through meditative dance, moving the 

pigments across the surface with his feet. This unorthodox physicality is characteristic of the artist’s 

philosophy of complete integration, where his body, falling leaves, and splashing pigments come 

together to create a powerful and personal image.

Jamali’s complex surfaces and intense subject matter associates him with Neo-expressionism and 

artists such as Anselm Kiefer and Georg Baselitz. His gestural techniques are evocative of the action 

paintings by Jackson Pollock and the New York School.

Jamali’s work is documented in two volumes, Mystical Expressionism and Mystical Expressionism — 

Dreams and Works. Jamali has launched Mardan Publishing, Inc., which offers limited edition artist 

proofs of his works as well as catalogs showcasing these prints and publications.

Adapted from Wikipedia
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