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Unveiling the Soul: The Art of Mario Matera

Step into the profound and deeply personal world of Mario Matera, an artist whose
work isn't just seen, but felt. For decades, Matera has masterfully navigated the
intricate landscapes of human emotion and self-discovery, inviting viewers on an
immersive journey inward. He's a true polymath, effortlessly blending the tactile power
of paint with the precision of illustration, the impact of graphic design, and the
evocative storytelling of photography.

Matera’s signature touch lies in his dynamic use of the palette knife, building layers of
pigment with bold, almost sculptural strokes. Each canvas becomes a raw, meditative
space, a mirror reflecting the complexities of the inner self. From the meticulous detail
of his early pencil drawings to the fluid, energetic compositions of today, Matera's
artistic evolution is a testament to his restless creativity. His ability to convey such
intense emotion has cemented his place as a distinctive voice in contemporary art, with
his powerful works celebrated in major international exhibitions from Venice to
Moscow.

A Life Lived in Layers

Born in Andria, Italy, in 1968, Mario Matera's artistic journey began early, picking up a
brush at just 13. By his teenage years, his talent was undeniable, leading to acclaimed
exhibitions across Europe. Constantly exploring, Matera expanded his horizons into
illustration and graphic design at 17, even sharing his insights by teaching visual
communication. His creative curiosity knew no bounds, extending into the cinematic
world where he lent his discerning eye as a director of photography for commercials
and short films.
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In 1990, Matera channeled his multidisciplinary practice into a creative hub that he
founded and serves as the visionary creative director and photographer. While his early
work in fashion photography garnered widespread attention, it was a deeper, more
personal narrative that truly captured his artistic spirit. Today, his paintings are a
culmination of this rich artistic life. Eschewing the brush for the expressive sweep of the
palette knife, Matera crafts emotional structures that are both intricate and raw. These
are not merely paintings; they are portals for contemplation, inviting each viewer to
embark on their profound exploration of self. Mario Matera continues to captivate the
art world, painting with courage and emotional depth that truly sets him apart.

Chaos Series

Mario Matera's "Chaos" series is a prominent collection within his body of work that
delves into the raw, unfiltered essence of human emotion and the tumultuous journey
of self-discovery. While specific, detailed artist statements on the "Chaos" series can
be scarce, we can infer its meaning and characteristics based on his overall artistic
philosophy and the visual evidence of the works themselves. In essence, the "Chaos"
series by Mario Matera is a bold and powerful exploration of the inner world, inviting
viewers to confront and find a meditative beauty within the inherent complexities and
emotional intensity of life.

"Chaos" Core Concepts:

Exploration of the Inner Self: Like much of Matera's art, the "Chaos" series is deeply
introspective. It invites viewers to look inward and confront the disarray, complexities,
and sometimes unsettling aspects of their own emotional landscape. It's about finding
meaning or beauty within disorganization.

Emotional Intensity: The title "Chaos" itself suggests a powerful, often turbulent
emotional state. Matera uses his signature expressive techniques to convey this
intensity, making the works feel visceral and immediate.

The Beauty in Imperfection and Disarray: While "Chaos" might imply disorder,
Matera often finds a unique aesthetic and even a meditative quality within it. This
aligns with his use of the Kintsugi technique as an inspiration for his "A Tale of Her"
exhibition (which featured "Golden" and "Chaos" series works), where brokenness and
repair are celebrated as part of an object's history and beauty.
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Layered Complexity: Matera's use of the palette knife, with its rapid, expressive
strokes, is central to the "Chaos" series. These layered applications create intricate,
textured surfaces that visually represent the many layers of human experience and
emotion — often overlapping, conflicting, and yet forming a cohesive whole.

From Order to Fluidity: His artistic evolution from dense pencil drawings to "more
fluid, layered compositions" is particularly evident in the "Chaos" series. The works
embrace a dynamic, less controlled approach, allowing for a more spontaneous and
emotive expression.

Visual Characteristics:

Abstract or Semi-Abstract: While not strictly figurative, the works often evoke
landscapes of emotion rather than literal scenes. They might feature suggestions of
figures or forms, but the emphasis is on color, texture, and movement.

Energetic Brushwork (Palette Knife): The defining characteristic is Matera's use of the
palette knife, which results in thick impasto, visible strokes, and a raw, almost sculpted
surface. This creates a sense of immediate action and strong emotional impact.

Dynamic Compositions: The "Chaos" series likely features compositions that feel
active and in motion, mirroring the inherent energy of chaos itself. There's often a push
and pull of colors and forms.

Rich, Evocative Color Palettes: While specific colors can vary, Matera's work generally
employs rich and evocative palettes, chosen to convey the specific emotional tone of
the piece.

Relationship to other series (like “Golden"): The "Chaos" series is often shown
alongside or in conjunction with his "Golden" series, as seen in the "A Tale of Her"
exhibition. This suggests a fascinating dialogue between the two:

"Chaos": Represents the raw, perhaps turbulent or unrefined aspects of emotion and
internal experience.

"Golden": Often incorporates actual gold leaf or golden hues, symbolizing a process

of refinement, value, healing, or perhaps the 'golden' moments that emerge from life's
complexities (similar to Kintsugi's philosophy).
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Together, these series explore the full spectrum of the human condition, from the initial
disorder and struggle ("Chaos") to the eventual discovery of beauty, resilience, and
inherent worth (“Golden”).

Golden Series:

Mario Matera's "Golden" series is a profound artistic statement about human
resilience. It's a celebration of the journey through pain and imperfection, where the
"scars" become testaments to strength, transformed and adorned with a precious,
enduring beauty, much like gold mending a broken vase.

"Golden" series core Concepts and Inspiration: Mario Matera's "Golden" series is a
profoundly symbolic and visually striking collection that stands in powerful dialogue
with his "Chaos" series. While "Chaos" might explore the turbulent aspects of human
emotion, "Golden" focuses on resilience, healing, and the inherent value found in
imperfection.

The Kintsugi Philosophy: This is the cornerstone of the "Golden" series. Matera draws
direct inspiration from Kintsugi, the ancient Japanese art of repairing broken pottery
with lacquer dusted or mixed with powdered gold, silver, or platinum. The philosophy
behind Kintsugi is that the breaks and repairs are part of the object's history, making it
more beautiful and valuable, rather than something to be hidden. Matera translates this
concept to the human experience.

Beauty in Imperfection and Scars: Just as Kintsugi celebrates the "golden scars" of a
mended object, Matera's "Golden" series highlights that our own life's fractures,
fragilities, and past pains are not something to be ashamed of. Instead, they can
become sources of strength, depth, and unique beauty. The gold signifies this
transformation and inherent preciousness.

Resilience and Rebirth: The series embodies the idea of overcoming adversity. It's
about healing, rebuilding, and emerging stronger and more profound after
experiencing challenges. The golden elements symbolize this process of transformation
and renewed vitality.

The Preciousness of the Human Experience: By applying gold, Matera elevates the
subject matter, imbuing it with a sense of magnificence and nobility. This emphasizes
the intrinsic value and enduring spirit of individuals, particularly within the context of
the "A Tale of Her" exhibition where it focuses on women.
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Femininity and Strength: In exhibitions like "A Tale of Her," the "Golden" series
specifically explores the beauty and complexity of women. It depicts their ability to
face pain, overcome challenges, and transform wounds into new vital energy,
showcasing them as silent yet unstoppable forces capable of healing and rebirth.

Visual Characteristics: Subtle Touches of Gold: While the series is named "Golden,"
the use of gold paint or gold leaf is often integrated subtly but powerfully. These
golden elements are strategically placed to highlight certain features, symbolize cracks,
or simply add a shimmering, precious dimension.

Textured Surfaces: Consistent with Matera's broader style, the "Golden" series utilizes
his mastery of the palette knife to create rich, layered, and expressive textures. These
textures contribute to the feeling of history, depth, and emotional complexity.
Evocative Portraits (Often Figurative): While Matera's work can be abstract, the
"Golden" series often features portraits or semi-figurative forms, allowing the viewer to
connect with the human element and the narrative of resilience. The gold highlights
elements of these figures.

Refinement and Radiance: Compared to the raw intensity of "Chaos," the "Golden"
series often carries a sense of refinement and radiance, stemming from the luminous
quality of the gold. It's about finding light and beauty amidst the past.

In essence, Mario Matera's "Golden" series is a profound artistic statement about
human resilience. It's a celebration of the journey through pain and imperfection,
where the "scars" become testaments to strength, transformed and adorned with a
precious, enduring beauty, much like gold mending a broken vase.
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