
          

 
MARCO GRASSI GRAMA  
Italian, b. 1966 

About the Artist 

Marco Grassi Grama, an Italian contemporary painter born in Milan in 1966, now lives 
and works in Lugano, Switzerland. His haunting portraits blur the line between reality 
and imagination, blending classical techniques with surreal, modern expressions. 

Grassi Grama’s artistic journey began under the shadow of the San Francesco church in 
Mariano Comense, where he was surrounded by high vaulted ceilings and the 
profound quiet of the medieval space. This early environment, combined with his 
studies in architecture at Liceo Artistico B. Luini, laid the foundation for his meticulous 
approach to form and detail. He has always stayed true to his main subjects: people. 
Whether portraying what he calls "his women," men, or children, each figure becomes 
a symbol of a culture and generation, reflecting his view of contemporary life. 

For years, Grassi Grama’s signature style was marked by a striking contrast. He crafted 
highly realistic anatomical forms with precise, confident brushstrokes before breaking 
them down and softening them with bold, spatula-blended colors and drippings. This 
technique gave his figures a sense of both stability and energetic movement. 

However, a significant shift occurred in the late 2010s. Seeking to challenge himself 
and move beyond what had become too familiar, Grassi began to eliminate the 
sketching stage entirely. He now visualizes the final image in his mind before applying 
color with a palette knife, an instrument he favors for its freedom and spontaneity. This 
new approach has resulted in a more nuanced and emotionally charged style. He 
began working on a surface covered with gold or silver leaf, creating a background that 
is both decorative and symbolic, which lends his figures a timeless, almost iconic 
presence. The contours of his subjects now intentionally blend with the background, 
heightening the emotional impact of their faces and fostering a strong connection with 
the viewer. 
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Grassi Grama’s canvases come alive with mesmerizing textures, such as gold and silver 
leaf, cracked paint, and sculptural surfaces, transforming his serene figures into ethereal 
beings. His art is a profound exploration of beauty, vulnerability, and transformation, 
making each piece a powerful and deeply personal statement. 

Exhibitions and Accomplishments  

His international recognition attests to his talent, with his works showcased in numerous 
solo and group exhibitions, as well as at prestigious art fairs like Art Basel, SCOPE 
Basel, and the Moscow Art Fair. A pivotal moment in his career was his selection to 
participate in the opening of the Italian Pavilion at the 2011 Venice Biennale, 
cementing his status as a major voice in contemporary art. 
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