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Spanish| b. 1935 

Emilio Payes was born on February 28, 1935, in Alcoy, Alicante, Spain. Payes began 
painting at the age of fourteen. He is a Spanish painter recognized for atmospheric 
landscapes, lively harbor scenes, and romantic views of Paris.  His paintings reflect 
Impressionist influence, particularly in their emphasis on light, color, movement, and 
the fleeting character of everyday life. 
 
His early skill as a draftsman led him to pursue formal training at the School of Arts and 
Crafts in Alcoy from 1949 to 1953, where he earned a Certificate of Success in Art. He 
continued his studies at the Fine Arts School in Alcoy from 1954 to 1958, earning a 
Certificate of Success in Fine Arts. During his education, he studied under Edmundo 
Jordá, an influential Alcoy-born painter, designer, illustrator, and professor of drawing. 

Payes began his professional career at the age of twenty-eight. Drawing inspiration 
from European customs, social life, and traditional manners, he developed a distinctive 
figurative style rooted in Impressionism. His compositions frequently depict sunlit 
coastlines, working harbors, sailing vessels, tree-lined boulevards, flower markets, 
cafés, and elegant Parisian street scenes. Loose, expressive brushwork and carefully 
balanced color give his paintings movement and atmosphere, while small figures, 
architecture, and maritime details invite the viewer into the scene. 

Rather than documenting a place with photographic precision, Payes captures its 
mood. Reflections shimmer across the water, city streets appear animated by passing 
figures, and changing skies establish a particular time of day. This sensitivity to light 
and human activity gives his work a nostalgic, inviting quality that connects the 
traditions of European landscape and genre painting with a more personal 
interpretation of place. 
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His work has been presented internationally, including exhibitions at Galerie Soria in 
Châteauroux, France, in 1995 and Galerie Hispaluz in Concepción, Chile, in 1996. 
Payes's paintings have entered private collections in the United States, Japan, Saudi 
Arabia, Germany, France, Belgium, and other parts of Europe. 
His collectors have reportedly included Prince Fahd bin Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud 
of Saudi Arabia, as well as members of the French and Belgian aristocracy. 

Through his enduring interest in landscape, maritime life, and the character of 
European cities, Emilio Payes creates paintings that celebrate beauty in familiar 
surroundings. His work appeals to collectors drawn to traditional European painting, 
Impressionist-inspired color, and scenes that convey warmth, elegance, and a timeless 
sense of place.
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